
AB STRACT 

The re sults of the geo log i cal sur vey in the
Caracol Sheet (SB. 21-X-C), at 1:250 000 scale
are pre sented as part of Projeto Es pe cial
Província Min eral do Tapajós – PROMIN-Tapajós,
cov er ing an area of 18 000 km², in the south west -
ern re gion of the State of Pará. Fo li ated gneiss
and granitoid plutons of the Cuiú-Cuiú Com plex
rep re sent the re gional crys tal line base ment of
Paleoproterozoic age, in trud ing the base ment.
Also in Paleoproterozoic times there oc curred the
Parauari In tru sive Suite, com posed by syn to
tardi-tectonic gra nitic batholiths of sub-alcaline
com po si tion and gabroic rocks of the Ingarana In -
tru sive Suite. Later in the Pro tero zoic Era, as a
con se quence of an extensional re gime that af -
fected the en tire Amazonic Craton, there ap -
peared a vol ca nic-sedimentary se quence rep re -
sented by the Iriri Group, com posed of acid and
in ter me di ate vol ca nic rocks, tuff and ignimbrite,
rep re sented by Salustiano and Aruri for ma tions.

Post-tectonic gra nitic stocks, called the
Maloquinha and Porquinho in tru sive suites, fol -
lows this mag matic event, cut ting the en tire se -
quence. The Maloquinha In tru sive Suite, of alkaline
na ture, is re lated to the last phase of magmatism.

After the mag matic event, an ex ten sive shelf
sed i men tary cover was de pos ited, named the
Buiuçu For ma tion. From the Paleo-Neoproterozoic
bound ary to the Neoproterozoic, suc ces sive
extensional events have con di tioned the em place -
ment of ba sic rocks such as the Crepori Diabase,
the Jamanxim Lamprophyre and the Cachoeira
Seca In tru sive Suite. In the Cre ta ceous there were
in truded dykes of ba sic rocks. 

The Ce no zoic is char ac ter ized by de tri tal,
lateritic and al lu vial cover, the source of the great
gold pro duc tion in the Tapajós Min eral Prov ince.

In re spect to the tectono-structural con strains,
the area is char ac ter ized by two ma jor sys tems of
lin ea ments of the brittle or brittle-duc tile type. The
first strikes E-W, and is called the Jamanxim Do -
main. The sec ond, is called the Crepori-Tapajós
Do main, and is char ac ter ized by the pre dom i nance
of sinistral strike-slip faults of NW-SE strike, in
which pri mary and sec ond ary gold de pos its were
strongly con di tioned. Three types of gold de -
pos its oc cur in the area: al lu vial, supergene
and pri mary. The last one oc curs in quartz
veins re lated to shear zones or stockworks in
gra nitic stocks.
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