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-
fected by urban and industrial processes. Resulting 
chemical contamination poses current and future en-
vironmental threats, as many substances, including 
heavy metals, are toxic in high concentrations and 
their occurrence could have long-term implications 
for ecosystems and human health. 

-
-

trial centres. Subsurface coal mining, shipbuilding, 
textile, paper and engineering industries have left 

surrounding River Clyde catchment. Residues from 
such past industrialisation may be buried in river sed-

for the national strategic geochemistry survey of the 

-

istry of the UK surface environment via the collection 

in the River Clyde catchment, BGS collected c. 2000 
rural stream sediments across the Clyde basin. As 

GCC area as part of the Clyde Tributaries Geochemi-
cal Project[2]. In a separate study, BGS, in collabora-

-

samples in the Clyde Estuary under the Clyde Estua-
rine Contamination Project [3]. These surveys form 

elements. 

The current project integrates and interprets these 
three datasets, to identify contaminant distribution 
in the River Clyde catchment. GIS maps of element 
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-

background levels and then, in that natural context, 

overall levels of potential contaminants. 

These datasets provide an excellent test case for as-

improve the understanding of processes controlling 

pollutant migration through the river system into the 
estuary. 
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