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Hydrochemical evaluation of surface waters of the Cértima River basin 
(Portugal)
a , bCondesso de Melo M T, c

The Cértima River stretches over a length of about 45 
km and has a total catchment area around 535 km2, 

corresponds to the Pateira de Fermentelos, a shal-

the river on this area. The Pateira de Fermentelos la-
goon is one of the largest natural lakes in the Iberian 

vulnerable dependent ecosystem. 

-

-
ity but also the geochemical contributions for the 

-
rtima River basin taking into account the location of 
the potential pollution sources and the outcropping 
areas of the different geological formations. Temper-

in situ. Wa-
-

-
trate, phosphate and sulphate analyses.

-
ate rocks, presented a facies dominated by chloride, 

the highest TDS, resulting from the dissolution of 

-
-

-
genic pressures and the minor geological contribu-
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in this area. In contrast, the sampling sites in the al-

presented higher concentrations for most of the pa-
-

-

closely related to agricultural and industrial activities 

discharges.


