
9th International Symposium on Environmental Geochemistry

128

Using stable isotopes in organisms to trace sewage-derived material in the 
Adriatic Sea
a , aDolenec T, bLojen S, c aDolenec M

Stable isotopes have been used effectively to trace 

-

-

material. Organisms from anthropogenically-impact-

usually higher from those at unpolluted reference 
15 -

fore useful for tracing anthropogenically derived or-
ganic matter from untreated municipal and industrial 

Measurements of stable nitrogen isotope composi-
tion in several benthic organisms from the Adriatic 

study of nitrogen isotopic measurements in Patella 
sp. as potential indicator for tracing anthropogeni-
cally derived organic matter on the coastal marine 
environment.

each location in approximately 1-2 m. Selected sam-

-

same individuals. To test the variability of nitrogen 
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same organisms from other locations in the Adriatic 

matter.
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vary from 3.5 and 6 ‰, in more restricted areas as 
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-
tion plants that remove undesirable materials from 
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erally light increase of nitrogen isotope composition 


