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PAH bioaccumulation and typology in marine sponges – potential for biomoni-
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Differently from mussels, marine sponges can be 
-

increasing in offshore oil exploration implies risk to 
marine life therefore it is desirable to identify suit-
able bioindicators for oil components and in special 
for PAH due to their toxicity. The goal of the present 

Hymeniacidon 
heliophila as bioacumulator of PAH and to character-

in tissues of sponges and mussels sampled from sev-
eral stations of different contamination levels in the 

-
-

The variability of Total  PAH among individual spong-

-

possibly due to the ability of sponges to retain par-

from fossil fuel combustion and therefore enriched in 
the high molecular mass PAH. In respect to the PAH 

increment of pyrolytic compounds. In spite of this To-
tal PAH concentration in the sponges is proportional 
to the contamination level in the sampled sites. The 

-
tern are typical of an organism suitable to sucessfully 


