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For decades Portugal had in mining exploration one 
-

to its considerable representation in the country and 
importance in industry of nuclear energy produc-
tion, the uranium exploration has occurred at large-
scale during most of the last century in our country, 

high toxicity level resulting from the exploration and 
treatment of the uranium ore are inducing serious 

-

general public health.

To identify and regulate the management of con-

-

enforced, to guarantee a level of protection to ter-
restrial species and ecological functions of the soil, 

-

have never been established for any metal or other 

-
ments of contaminated sites. Hence, a Portuguese 

-

functions of the soil using the habitat performance 
-

same species of invertebrates and plants aimed at 
-

nium. Eisenia andrei proved to be less sensitive than 
Folsomia candida to uranium contamination. For 
plants, since concentrations till 1000 mg kg-1

effect in the endpoints evaluated in these species.


