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Biochar as an innovative material for mercury treatment
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into the environment can be of both natural and an-

mercury and related activities such as mining, fossil 

enables long term transport of this pollutant. The 

methylmercury the most toxic and of particular con-

a major source of mercury accumulation in humans. 

that is aimed at tackling the very serious issue of mer-

treatment technologies is therefore imperative. Bio-
char, a carbon rich product similar to charcoal, that 
can be produced relatively easily through the pyroly-
sis of biomass may prove to be a viable alternative 

product.  It has already been proven as an effective 
sorbent for organic compounds, although much 

column leaching experiments.  Biochar as an effective 

of this study is to investigate the potential for bio-
-

The experimental design involves a series of column 

sorbent, different concentrations of mercury spiked 

-

and the results presented in full.


