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Risk perception of a population living near a chemical complex in Estarreja, 
Portugal
aCosta S P, bReis A P, cArroja L, bFerreira da Silva E, bPatinha C, bDias A C, cCoelho C, d eRobert S, 
eBley D

This study focuses the risk perception of a population 
living near a chemical complex.

The study area is located in the north of Portugal, 
district of Aveiro. Estarreja is a small city, has an area 
of 108,16 km², 26 997 inhabitants and a population 

-
try and mainly agriculture.

Since the last half of the past century, Estarreja is 
-

harmful substances like organic compounds and 

representing a probable health risk to the popula-
tion.

This industrial complex is located near the biggest 
-

the Chemical Complex of Estarreja. The Ria de Aveiro 
is a delicate ecosystem, being the natural habitat 

in the context of the European Directive for the pro-
tection of birds.

perception on the risk arising from the neighbouring 
-

naires about the perception that the population has 

-

-

-

-
een volunteers accepted to participate in the study.

The preliminary results indicate that different factors 
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to human health.

-

risk, and to assess its effects and the response of the 

changing their daily habits if necessary. Concerted 
activities of risk communication among scientists, 

-
-

nological advances as on the necessity of assuring a 
sustainable development of the region.


