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Mining activities cause several health impacts in min-
ers and communities living near the mine site that 

-
-

duced and released into the surrounding environ-

and soils. Existing studies point to several adverse 
-

ma, and respiratory illness but most of the results are 

to its past and current activity, giving rise to large tail-
ings piles and mud dams. Also, the existence of small 
villages around the mine site, namely S. Francisco 

-
culture, drinking and cattle breeding is an important 

Lisbon. From the results achieved from a geochemi-
cal sampling campaign undertaken in the vicinity of 
Aldeia de S. Francisco de Assis, an anomalous dis-

-

namely arsenic and cadmium. The International 

-
ard substances by the Agency for Toxic Substances 

to evaluate environmental and occupational expo-
sure to these substances. 

To evaluate the effects on human health caused by 
the conditions surrounding the mine site, groups of 
individuals from nearby villages environmentally and 

-
-

-
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studied and data obtained from the three groups 

A greater understanding of the effects on hu-
man health caused by environmental exposure to 

-
-

opment of preventive measures, leading to a reduc-
tion in cancer risks. 
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