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Abstract:
problem that has become particularly evident at the 
time of massive accidental spills, such as the Prestige 
or, more recently, the BP platform in the Gulf of Mex-

-
rope to establish a surveillance system of oil spills, 
from remote sensing to the collection of samples and 

spillages are needed from the standpoint of the en-

protect the public health and the environment. In this 

by the results of several real cases.

special devices for collecting surface oil, patches, 
slicks or sheens. Sampling of tanks on the vessels 
must be comprehensive and representative. 

GC-MS, considering different sectors of the chro-

-

and alkyl aromatics. To this end, a number of source 
-

been proposed for comparison of samples, and mul-
tivariate statistical methods are applied to improve 
the diagnostic capability of this methodology. Obvi-

-

of the spills. Particularly, the effects of the processes 
of evaporation, dissolution, photooxidation and bio-
degradation on the spilled samples need to be taken 

results. 
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of accidental and operational discharges. Among 

-

Among the operational discharges, the most com-

-

-

the cause of the spill among four potential sources 

Short Curriculum Vitae: Prof. Joan Albaiges is Re-
search Professor of the Spanish Research Council 

-
vironmental organic geochemistry started to devel-
op. He has contributed over 250 refereed articles to 

-
national Journal of Environmental Analytical Chem-
istry, vice-president of the International Association 

-
-

tee on the Prestige accident; in 2004, coordinator of 
-
-


